
: ” March winds and April showers bring forth May flowers.” 



Hello Everyone- 

  I never thought in my wildest dreams we would have a         
lockdown and especially for as long. 

  I know it's been tough for you not seeing your family.  So, we 
just want to remind everyone that we have the option to have 
video chats with your loved ones.  All you would have to do is let 
the staff know, and we can make that happen.  Also, your family 
can visit by the windows.  We are just not allowing the windows 
to be open.   

  Things could always be better, but things could always be 
worse.  We are in this together! 

 

 More wow. Here we are, still stuck in lockdown 
mode. Please remember we are doing these things to 
keep everyone healthy and prevent terrible illness 
from getting inside our doors. Keep practicing good 
hand and overall hygiene and remember we are still 
ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.  



May’s Events 

May 1st : May Day 

May 7th : Monthly Vitals, come out by 

the dinning room before breakfast!    

Tricia will be waiting for you. :)  

May 5th : Cinco De Mayo  

May 10th : Mother’s Day 

May 14th : Toe Clinic will be here @ 8AM 

May 16th : Armed Forced Day 

May 25th : Memorial Day 

*Exercise & Bingo will be outside of your 

door, staff will help you and tell you 

where to go* 





One of May’s employee of the 

month is Lexi. Lexi has been 

employed as Home Again since 

May of 2018 . Lexi is a very hard 

worker and will always go 

above and beyond for her work!  

Lexi will be starting graduate school this 

month for occupational therapy, please 

wish her luck and congratulate her on 

being employee of the month! 



 Ann Fleischman is our employee of the month, Ann has 

2 sons! Ann works 3rd shift and started here in March! This is 

Ann first time being in the healthcare field! Please welcome 

Ann with a big heart!  Thank you for all you do! 



 Willard celebrated his 91st birthday on January 31, 2020 and joined us 

at Home Again in February.  Prior to moving here, Willard lived on Farnham 

Street and managed two apartment buildings. Willard was born on the family 

farm in Zell, South Dakota.  He had 3 brothers and two sisters and was the 

second oldest in his family.  His three brothers, Raphael, Delbert, and Jack 

are in heaven with his parents, Agnes and John.  One sister, Renata, lives in 

Highmore, SD and the other, Mary Maxine, in Alpena, MI. 



  

 Willard attended a Catholic boarding school in Zell, SD during his elementary 

school years and went to high school in Redfield, SD.  During high school, Willard  

became interested in becoming a pilot and started flying with a friend.  He worked at 

several different jobs, including clothing, grocery, and hardware stores.  Willard’s 

mother operated a boarding house where students from rural areas could live while 

they went to high school.  He met his wife, Jean Hammond, when she came from     

Miranda, SD to live in his mother’s house to attend high school in Redfield. 

 During his senior year in high school, Willard and his friends joined the South 

Dakota National Guard.  This was the start of his career in the service and led to his 

lifelong dedication to the military. It was also the start of a military legacy in his    

family.  Willard also began a career with the Rural Electric Cooperative in Spink  

County as a young man. 

 Willard married Jean and within a short time, his National Guard unit was       

activated in response to the war in Korea.  Willard left with his unit for Camp Carson, 

CO, where he was later joined by his wife.  From CO, Willard was sent to Fort        

Benning, GA for more advanced military education.  Shortly thereafter, Jean followed 

and within one day of arriving in GA, their first daughter, Rhonda (Warren) was born.  

Willard and Jean left GA and went back to SD for a short time.  Willard traveled on to 

his next military assignment at Fort Richardson, AK. Jean followed with Rhonda to 

Anchorage, AK - a place they loved!  Willard finished his active duty stint during the 

Korean War in Alaska. 

 When Willard and Jean returned to South Dakota, they lived in Redfield with 

their daughter, Rhonda the oldest, and within a few months, Shelley arrived.  During 

this time Willard continued to fly, and led the efforts to build an airport, conveniently 

located a short distance from his backyard.  Willard pursued his passion of flying 

throughout his life. Rhonda and Shelley started their education in Redfield, but due to 

Willard’s job advancement and his military duties, the family moved - several times.  

Before departing Redfield, Willard and Jean’s youngest daughter, Jillann (Keip) was 

born.  Two months later, the family packed up and moved to WI. 

 Willard’s success and progress in his civilian work prompted moves. The first 

move was to Arcadia, WI where Willard became the office manager for the           

Trempealeau Electric Cooperative. They built a beautiful new home in Arcadia, and 

Willard continued flying. Willard was now a member of the Wisconsin National Guard 

and was assigned to the famous 32nd Division.  Willard had advanced from being   

enlisted to an officer position.  He started his career in the infantry, but became an  

artillery officer, and eventually was working as part of the Headquarters staff of the 

32nd Division in Whitefish Bay, WI.  



 In 1961, a short time after moving to Arcadia, the 32nd Division (later it became 

a Brigade)  was mobilized to respond to the Berlin Crisis as part of the largest        

mobilization since WWII.  Willard headed to Fort Lewis, WA.  Jean and the children 

spent some time in South Dakota and then joined Willard at Fort Lewis.  To avoid 

building another home, Willard bought his first Airstream travel trailer.  It was home to 

his family and introduced them to traveling in Airstream style. 

 An interesting part of Willard’s assignment, were some rather famous people in 

his command.  Following is a true story that Willard was part of as one of the officers 

in charge and he loves to tell it: 

 Pfc. Ray Nitschke was assigned to the 32
D
 Division Quartermaster Company 

from     Janesville and Pfc. Boyd Dowler was assigned to Headquarters, 32
D
 Division 

Artillery, from  Milwaukee. Not long after Nitschke and Dowler were “drafted” by the 

‘Red Arrow’ Division, Brig. Gen. Schweinler, Commander of the Artillery Division,    

received an anxious telephone call from Vince Lombardi. The football season was   

already underway and the Coach was hoping to work out a deal so he could have his 

two football players on the weekends. The previous season the Packers had lost a 

close, well fought championship game and expectations were high for the current 

season (this was Coach Lombardi’s third season  leading the Packers, the beginning 

of the glory years). Brig. Gen. Schweinler obtained the proper permissions and told 

Coach Lombardi that Nitschke and Dowler would be able to fly home on Friday      

evenings but would need to return before reveille on Monday morning. 

“That’s great,” Lombardi said. 

“But just a minute, Coach,” Schweinler replied, “There is a little kicker to this. I 

would like to get a game film by Tuesday night of the game that was played the  

previous Sunday.”  

“I think we can work that out,” Lombardi said. 

After that, the promised game film arrived every Tuesday afternoon and Nitschke 

and  Dowler would take the films around to the different Division units to show and 

talk football. Of course the Soldiers loved it and it was great for morale. 

 During this time, the Cuban Missile Crisis occurred and the National Guard     

remained on active duty.  Willard was advancing in the officer ranks and was sent to 

Fort Sill, OK for additional training.  Once again, his family moved with him.  After Fort 

Sill, the family returned to Fort Lewis, WA.  When his unit was deactivated, the family 

returned to Arcadia, but only for a short time.  It was in Arcadia that their youngest 

child, and only boy, Bradley was born. Willard once again advanced in his civilian   

career and a move followed when he became the office manager at the Columbus   

Rural Electric Cooperative.  

 



 Over the years, the Airstream, that was the family home while Willard was on 

active duty, became part of the family passion for traveling.  Willard and Jean   

continued to  purchase newer and larger Airstream travel trailers.  The family was 

involved in the Wally Byam Airstream Club and Willard became the President of 

the Wisconsin Unit.  Due to his efforts, the club held rallies in Columbus.  All three 

of his daughters, Rhonda, Shelley, and Jillann were Teen Queens in the                

organization and competed in the contest at the  International Rally. (The original 

1952 Airstream is still in the family.) 

 Willard continued to pursue his interest in flying and through the help of the 

GI Bill, he earned advanced pilot’s licenses.  At one time, his wife Jean also took 

flying lessons. Willard owned a variety of airplanes, often with partners, and was 

instrumental in flying clubs in the Columbus area. He had several adventures      

flying his family and friends around the state and country. 

 Willard was once again called to active duty with the National Guard in 1967 

to respond to the civil unrest in Milwaukee.  This was a serious situation in WI as 3 

(or 4) people died and several people were injured. Fortunately, this was a short 

activation and Willard was able to stay within 70 miles of his home in Columbus. 

 Willard was always an active and tireless contributor to the community.  He 

was the Commander of the American Legion, Lang-Ostrander-Hurd Post and led 

the efforts to build the current American Legion building. He has been a member of 

the American Legion for over 60 years. He organized and worked in the Columbus 

Legion food tent in Fireman’s park for the 4th of July.  Willard was a regular       

participant in the July 4th parade, driving Miss Columbus and other dignitaries in 

his Red Cadillac convertible.  He also organized events and led the marching unit 

in the Memorial Day parades for many years.  He served as an officer and         

President in the Columbus Kiwanis club, was a member of the Lion’s Club, and 

was on the Board of Directors for the Columbus Hospital.   

 Willard was very proud of his military service and was pleased that two of his      

daughters, Jillann (Keip) and Shelley, followed in his footsteps, both serving       

careers in the military.  He was particularly proud when his granddaughter,          

Miranda (Rhonda’s daughter) joined, and then when his grandson, Christian de la 

Torre (Jillann’s son) was commissioned as an Army Officer.  Christian served at 

Fort Benning and Fort Carson (just like his grandfather) and also in Afghanistan.  

Both Willard and Christian completed their military   careers at the rank of Captain.  

Willard has enjoyed participating in Space Available flights around the world, and 

was thrilled when he participated in the Badger Honor Flight to Washington, DC. 

  



  

 Although Willard accomplished a great deal in his short 91 years, he may be 

proudest of his creation of the Columbus Community Veterans Memorial, located in 

Fireman’s Park.  For years, Willard saw the possibility of transforming the old         

memorial mound in the park into a location that would honor current and past military 

members.  Willard visited several memorials in Wisconsin and eventually connected 

with Mr. Kurt Pechmann and his son Gerhard, owners of Pechmann Memorials. Kurt 

Pechmann was a WWII POW in WI who returned to Europe after the end of the war.  A 

sponsor brought Kurt and his family back to the Madison area after the war.        

Pechmann was a stone cutter who dedicated his craft to honoring Veterans through 

memorials.  Folks purchase carved pavers to be placed at the memorial to honor 

those who have served.  Thanks to Willard’s efforts, the Memorial has grown beyond 

what the Mound can currently handle and has become a key attraction for Columbus.  

The Columbus Community Veteran’s Memorial is a living testimony to Willard’s vision 

and dedication to military members. 

 Willard’s wife, Jean lives in Columbus, close to Home Again.  Rhonda, Jillann 

and her husband, Bob Keip, and Shelley and her husband, Brownie Ehlers all live in 

the area.  Bradley and his wife, Naomi, live in IL.  Rhonda’s daughter, Miranda Bice, is 

a spine surgeon and she and her husband Ben have one son, Bridger.  Jillann’s      

oldest daughter, Lindsay Gilkay works in education and is married to Ryan and they 

have two sons, Bowie and Remy.  Jillann’s son, Christian de la Torre, works in the 

criminal justice field in Colorado.  Jillann’s youngest daughter, Nora, works in an area 

Veterinary clinic and is a barrel rider in the rodeo..  Bradley has one son, Maxwell, 

who is graduating from high school this year.  

 Willard loves to share stories of his life and his adventures - and he has many! 



1)Cinco de Mayo (the fifth of May) is celebrated to 

honor Mexico's     victory over France at the   

Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War 

(1861-1867) 

2)People have this misconception that Cinco de 

Mayo is a celebration of Mexico's Independence 

Day, but the fact remains that Mexicans            

celebrate their day of independence on Septem-

ber 16.  

3)The Cinco de Mayo holiday in Mexico is called El 

Día de la Batalla de Puebla (The Day of the Bat-

tle of Puebla). In Puebla, this day is celebrated 

every year with political speeches and battle    

re-enactment.  

4)According to the 2010 U.S. Census Bu-

reau report, approximately 31.8 million residents 

in the USA are of Mexican origin.  

5)The largest Cinco de Mayo celebration in the 

USA takes place in Los Angeles, California, 

which has the highest concentration of Mexican 

origin population in the country.  

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-04.pdf




 

FACT 1: Memorial Day was formerly known as Decoration Day and was 
originally intended to commemorate the Union and Confederate sol-
diers who had fallen in the American Civil War. 

FACT 2: The northern states observed Decoration Day with a lot more 
enthusiasm than the Confederate states had. 

FACT 3: Apart from the federal Memorial Day, some of the southern 
states also celebrate the Confederate Memorial Day in honor of those 
who died fighting for the Confederate States during the Civil War. Differ-
ent states observe this holiday on different days. 

FACT 4: Memorial Day was originally observed on May 30 before 1971, 
when it became a Federal Holiday and was moved to the last Monday in 
May in order to give Americans a longer weekend to commemorate 
their fallen loved ones. 

FACT 5: The Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA, is one of the 
largest cemeteries in the world, with over 400,000 graves and over 
300,000 fallen veterans. 

FACT 6: Every year, over 40 million Americans travel to Arlington Ceme-
tery to honor those who have fallen while fighting for our country. 

FACT 7: It was not until after World War I that the South adopted Memo-
rial Day, when it was broadened to include American soldiers who died 
in all wars, rather than just the Civil War. 

FACT 8: In the year, 2000, Congress passed the National Monument of 
Remembrance Act, which requires all Americans to stop what they are 
doing at 3:00 pm on Memorial Day to give a minute of silence to remem-
ber and honor those who died while service the U.S. 

FACT 9: On Memorial Day, the proper way to raise the flag is to first 
raise it quickly to the top, then slowly lower it to half-mast until noon, 
then back to the top (or full mast) for the rest of the day 

FACT 10: Our tradition to commemorate Memorial Day with a BBQ be-

gan with the original tradition of having a picnic lunch on the burial 

sites of our fallen loved ones. 

https://argunners.com/articles/civil-war/
https://argunners.com/articles/world-war-i/





